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" The prolm‘lniihra are that the weather i New
York and its vicinity to-day will be slightly colder
and fair. To-morrow it promises lo be cold and
partly cloudy, possibly with rain or suow toward
night.

WaLL Sreeer Yesrerbay.—Stocks were ae-
tive and closed at an average advance of two
polutd on the opening quotations. Money on
call ldaned dt 5 to 6 per cent until the closing
hotir, when 7 per cint sharp became the ruling
rute.  Government securities were strong,
Brates were negleeted and radlway bonds were
very dull but firm. Foreign exchange was
quiet and steady.

Misisrek Havpess proﬁp(.l:‘t! improve, ac-
copding 1o reports of the lntest testimony,

Tite Far Cuvrcnvann that a green Christ-
mis makes is not to be viewed this season.

Tne Ciasue 15 THE Wru‘llln pats one in
miud of the sort of Christmas that poor people
will have unless a good many men and women
play Banta Claas.

Presmmext Woon, of the Bonrd of Edueca-
tion, who is just retiring from serviee, received
some hnndsome compliments at the Normal
Callege yesterday, and, better yet, deserved
them all

A Desearen from Panams announces that
the Chileans have gained another victory over
the allies, and that the former ave now in pos-
scssion of Tawrapacs, From the same source
wa are informed that revolutions have broken
out in I"eru and in Bolivia,

AFTER ALl THRE INDIGNATION expressed in
dramatie and other cireles over the murder of
the netor Porter by the rafianly Texan Carrie,
the nsunssin is likely to be discharged beennse
the principal witnesses cannot attend the trinl.
Indiguntion is a very shortlived virtue.

OxE oF THE Barrisr Brerines at the eonfor-
ence yesterday doubted the power of the press
to aid revivals, Perhaps be was entirely right.
The truth is that the press has so many back-
sliders of all kinds to wateh that it Las but
little opportunity to go into the revival busi-
Ness, ]

Tue “L" Roap CoMPANIER seem to expect
additional coneessions at the BDattery, The
public, as a rule, have sapposed that picee of
ground to be o park, the llpﬂml.ﬂutllres and
associntions of which should protect it from
even o desire for encroschment; but the publie
doosn’t know anything about business,

More Troors are to go to Colorado to wateh
the Utes, the braves guilty of the sgeney mns-
erere bhave not yet been received by Commie-
eiomr Hateh, aml Onroy does not seeni at all
sanguine about getting them. The cessation of
the late war scems likely to produee nothing
mbre sutisfiictoty Ilmla mhlillutml fighting.

M. Say's Yacne Hesuerer, formerly the
Shanghraun, appears dot only to have broken
heer shuft, but wtilized that important picer of
from o8 un suger, with the apparent intention of
putting an ewd to herself. Her owner, how-
ever, trents the atlair with sailor-like coolness
ikl proposes to continne his trip areund the

workl

e Wesrnen—"The depression that moved
from the West on Sunday developed o storm
eontre of cousuderable enerpy while passing
over the litke disteicts. Tis infloence was folt
over ull the territory enst of the Upper Missis-
sippl River and between the Olio Valley and
the Dritish  possessions The gradients for
sotthepsterly sl northwesterly whnds beeamo
voery steep ou the castern and westorn murgins
of the sturm centre, respectively, when it wis
over tho lower lukes. The wrea of high
burometer that was over the New Englund
States receded toward the Gult of S, Lawrence
durivg the early portion of the day, while that
in the vorthwest moved rapidly eastward
to the contenl valleys, The pressure has aguin
cotmenesd  to  deerease  over the Westorn
anid  Southwestern  Swates, nod there are in-
divdtions thut o disturbatee will sdvanee from
Texus and Northeastern Mexico this afternoon.

Buow foll during the morning in the Middle At-
lantic, New Englond Sttes and the Inke re
pris, e radn i the centenl valleya,  As the
dAy advinced the vising tempernture turned the
wilow ite rain in the Middle Atlontie States,
The tempernture fell in the Northwest and rose
elsewhore.  The winds were from brisk to high
it the Inke regions and the northern portion of
e Mukille Atlamtic and New Eoglaud Stotes,
und brbsk to Tresli in the other districts. The
wenther in New York aud its vieinity to-day
will be slightly colder and falr, 'To morrow it
proiises o be cold and  partly cloudy, possibly
with raln or snow Lowurd uight

Mr. Parnell and the Irish Agitation
L} in America.

My, Parnell is “‘at sen,” says the nows of
the day ; and this, though intended as the
stalement of a simple physical fact, is &
phrase susceptible of politieal interpreta-
tions. It is our opinion, indeed, and we
have already given some intimation on this
point, that Mr. Parnell is not merely at sea on
the Scythin between Queenstown and New
York, but is *‘at sea” in soveral other re-
speets also ; *at sea” as to his conceptions
of the true remedy for Irish troubles ; at
sen a8 to the true point and purpose of the
politieal agitation of grievances ; utterly at
sea in his theory that an oratorical
noise mnde here and there in Irish
towns can force o British legislature
to loosen the grip of landholders on
Irish property, and yet more hopelessly at
sea, we {irust, in his ianoy that a new
appeal to the purses of the Irish servant
girls and the thrifty Irish laborers and
mechanies in this counfry can tap again a
valuable siream of money support for a new
Irish agitation, How great and widespread
is the faith entertained in the eredulity and
lavish spirit of the Irish in this country!
At one time a bishop fails, and five or six
million dollars are lost to those who had
putitin his bands. Send around the hat
and make it up for for him is the cry; and
the hat is sent nround that the Irish poor
who had at first lost the money may sub-
seribe it ngain to repay themselves—less
the costs of collection. At another time
a handful of Irish scalawags pre-
tend mnot to be satisfied that the
Feninn attempt to disestablish Great Brit-
nin has really failed. In fact, they are,
perhaps, a8 sure of that as the world gen-
erally ; buf they are not satisfied to step
down from the position of personal im-
portance and the receipt of an easy income,
all of which they enjoyed in their positibn
of professional agitators nnd *“leaders of
the people.,” 8o the cry is spread to the
Irish in Ameriea, give us your pennies for
a “skirmishing fund,” and the pennies
come in some degree ; and now once more
un enthusiastic Irishman believés that he
sees his way through the millstone of Irish
trotibles, and Le also raises this same old
perennial parrot ery of cheap patriotism,
give us your coppers, good people, that we
may make England howl and Ireland free.

Apparently there are people iti Ireland as
well as here who do not regard this trip of
the agitator to our side of the sea with par-
ticular favor. Myt Doran, of Queenstown,
who appears to have spoken publicly upon
the occasion of Mr. Parnéll's departnre,
‘‘expressed himself as very much opposed
to anything in the nature of begging from
Amerien,” 'Thede were plaln words, and
they provoked, itis said, *n slight scene.”

Somé persons present, doubtless as ardent,
ns enthusinstic and as visionary as Mr. Par-
nell, did Dot went any cold watef thrown
on this grand projeet of striking at British

.resistance by way of the United Biates,

and, with the clear capacity to reason,
and the lheroie spirit which distin-
guish men nt stch mioments, they
probably hooted this plain Mr. Doran
for his untimely indulgence in the words
of common sense. For if Mr. Purnell's trip
to Americn is mot at bottom a mission of
boggary whatisit? He *‘is sure that Ameri-
cans will now necord to Ireland the sym-
pathy they have ever shown." Well; he
need not go very far to be sure of that.
Neither need he cross the sea to stirup this
kindly emotion or carry cargoes of Ameri-
can sympathy home with him. Ameriea
sympnthizes with all distressed peoples and
with all discontented peoples; and her
mood is so generous in this particular that
shie does not even enter into the consider-
ation whether there is any valid ground for
discontent, or whether the distress is
such as ought not to ufilict an energetic self-
helpingjpeople. Sympathy is psychologieal
in its relations and does not reason; it is
poured out most freely in the honr when
there is lenst rational ground for it, and it
is most valned when it soothes the chagrin
of those who have failed through their own
fault. Thus, though Ireland should pre-
sont herself to us in the person of Mr. Par-
nell; and as the very Micawber of nations,
she may be sure that the sympathy of
Amerien will never leave her. But how will
this sympathy help her in troubles that are
due to an oppressive condition of laws
framned in London snd that can be changed
ouly there? We huve no influence with
that administration, Can American sym-
pathy for Ireland change the British views
of the supremacy of the rights of property

over all other conceivable and imagi-
nary rights? The sound of the
trumpet of Gabriel will find every

Eunglishmon on the earth or under it rench-
ing out to grasp more firmly the ounee of
silver or the pound of cheese that is his prop-
erly, lest these should melt In the general
conflagration—and we certainly cannot
chunge that point of his natare. Can our
sympathy help Ireland to endure her sor-
rows with more patience? Bhe has no need
ol lielp like that., Bhe is over-endowed with
the gift of that sort of patience.

How, then, ean American sympathy be of
vitine in this crisis, oven in the views of the
ngitators, nnless it is that it may take the
gubstantinl lorm of money contributions
to nssist them to eunltivate the discontonts
npon which they piay for politieal effect?
Will Mr. Parnell be able to open anew that
ancient vein of Celtie contributions for
“the good eause?' Perhaps ; for there are
fow (hings more dificult than to induce
men, or women either, tospend their money
wisely. But there ig n likelihood that the
eontributions will not flow lanishly, be-
cunse the cxperictice of many vain projects
has taught the Irish people in this country
to repose o less ready confidence in men
who coma to them iu the name of that
sumo “‘good enuse” for whith they would
be ready to  sacrifice the Iast cent
if sure that the sucritice would be of any
use. Dut they have jound that it is easier
to give their nioney than to find out where
it goes; that Ireland remains udder the
haud ol England despite all contributions,
and, in short, that the only perecptible effect
of their contributions is that they are them-
selves the poorer, and » little bit the wiser,
for the glit, They therefors ate disposed
to c¢xercise a little disorimination, They

will scarcely consent to pay the piper for
the personal glorification of agitators who
cannot show how n ecent can be spent to
better the condition of the Irish people,

unless it is to Dbe spent in buying
food for them. Dut that sort of ex-
penditure is appavently beneath the

attention of the gentlemen who merely
want to play at the game of making Ireland
a thorn in the side of England, and to lift
themselves thereby into that sort of personal
notoriety and consideration which seems to
be far dearer to the heart of the average
Irish patriot the world over than the wel-
fare of his countrymen or tha liberty of his
couniry. But we believe the Irish in this
country; and the Americans too, will give
liberally to help the Ivish people who are
in want. Do the agitators want that done?
We doubt it, We believe they would rather
trade upon the hunger ot the people as an
element in the ongitation than'to see that
hunger fed,

If a people in a bad year have made only
half the money they usually make, and can,
consequently, only pay their rent or buy
food, but not do both, it is pitiful that hard
laws and heartless landowners should ex-
tort what iy due for rent, though the people
starve, and it is an occasion, if ever there
was one, when the charity of the world at
large, nnd especially of friendly and sym-
pathetic nations, should come to the help
of the wreteched. But how this can practi-
cally be done otherwise than by buying
food for these hungry ones is not
rationally . perceptible. Yet this is not
what the ngitators want. They will
deprecate every cent that is spent
otherwise thun in agitation. To give the
people money with which to buy bread
would take the ground ffom under the fect
of those who see po other fact in the misery
of a starving people than the opportunity
to mnke political use of their despair. To
give the Irish food would end the dilemma
between starvation aud rent, which is the
ground of the Parnell clamor. But we
urge the Irish or all others prepared to
give to reserve their funds for that better
purpose. That this advice is likely to get
us into hot water with so-called Irish patri-
ots is a point of little moment to us, The
Hegaro has always been in hot water. It
was baptized in hot water. It is the duty
of a journal which means to tell the simple
truth plainly to the people to take all the
chances of that sort of regimen, and we
take them.

Another Fire Catastrophe.

A fire which oceurred last night in a
huge factory on Twenty-ninth street, be-
tween Seventhand Eighth avenues, caused
a pecuniary loss of one hundred and fifty

‘thousand~ dollars, serious injury to at

least six persons and possibly the death
of several more. This is a frightful
resord for Christmas week, and we trust
that the tragical fentures will be eliminated
by further investigation. The fact shat
the flimes spread with such rapidity as to
envelop the entire building before the fire-
men reached the scene shows that the con-
tents must have been of an inflammable
nature, and the statement that one of the
floors fell while o group of hosemen
were foreing their way intc a hall
proves that the building itself wis not
strong enongh. It is also stated that all
of the doors and windows were fnstened,
although forty persons were at work, which
is an indication of culpable megligence
on the part of somebody. "The fire
burned =so flercely and rapidly that
it presented a magnificent speoctacle;
but the knowledge that so many human
lives were in poril sent a thrill of horror
through the crowds ol spectators. Asusual,
our firemen and poliee displayed great hero-
ism in rescuing such of the inmates as
they could rench; but when flames find
sbundant food to feed upon, as was the
casd last night, human effort, however
herole, is powerless. 'This fire teaches a
lesson, like many that have preceded it;
but it will no doubt be soon forgotten. But
is it not about time that steps were taken to
prevent such oataslrophes? Steam fire
engines and brave firemen, such as New
York possesses, are all very well in
their way, but the proverbial ounce of
prevention is vastly cheaper in the long
run than the pound of cure., A striot in-
quiry should be made into the matter, and
if there is any blame the personsat fault
ought to be severely punished. There is
no other way to deal with the case, and a
public outery might imsure such a course.

HBoer and Briton.

The London 1imes belioves that with the
eapture of Bupocoeni the finishing strokes
have been given to native disturbances in
South Africa. The Liondon Thnes, is, how-
ever, apparontly erowing before England is
well out of Bouth African woods, unless we
ate to understand that the Boer troubles in
the Iransvaal do mot come within the
category of “native disturbances.” The
climﬂ'autinn that prevails in the Trans-
vasl has by mno means subsided; in-
deoed, during the month of October the Cape
pupers have contained reports from all
parts of the late Republie, showing that
public moctings were being held for the
purpose of - demanding irom England the
restoration of republiean independence
and institutions. An English correspond-
ent, writing from Lyndenburg two months
ago, giwe us some idea of the relations
existing between the English and the
Duteh Boers. It is," he wsaid, ‘‘searecly
possible to hear one of the rougher sort of
English residents speak of a Dutohman
without the use of a prefix which in-
dicates the lost spiritusl status of the
Intter, nand the compliment . is re-
turned by the Boers, who never mention
tlie abstract Englander without putting the
Duteh equivalent for lost without salvation
before the substantive,” No Boer of any
stunding among his fellows has yot given
weloome to Sir Garnet Wolseley, and those
whose sighatares wore attached to the ad-
dress to the new Governor of the Trans-
vasl were mostly of names ‘not indicating
pure Duteh blood. The Transvaal Boers
have been nnnexed against their will, and
though it is too Iate for them now to
hope for success in the fleld thoy
will, doubiless, persist in protesting
and nnnoying the British nutil something

like independence is agnin restored to |

them. They would like to form one of the
States in the proposed South African con-
federation, but of this scheme Sir Garnet

Wolseley refuses to hear a-word. The Boers,

have been harshly used, but they procras-
tinated when England's defeats bronght
them golden opportunities, and now they
will have to submit with the best grace
they ecan to English rule until another
Cetywayo brings them other opporiunities.

The FPolltical Trouble in Maine.

The Governor and Couneil of Maine, who
act ss o returning board, or bod# ot State
canvassers, have used the letter of the law
to defeat the manifest intention of tke
voters. They have not merely thrown out
voles when the fnll name was not correctly
printed on the ballots, but whole towns
have been disfranchised for the most
trivial clerical errors of local officera. In
cases where the ballots for a republican
candidate were perfectly correct and regu-
lar, and n careless town clerk, aftor giving
the full namein the body of his return,
substituted the initials of the Christian
name in the apponded summary—a trivial
informality which the face of the return
both diselosed and furnjshed the means of;
correcting—all the votes for that candidate
were rejested, although correct in form
when deposited and although legally
counted and certified by the sclectmen of
the town. By wholesale sharp prac-
tice of a similar description a republicin
majority of seven in tlie Senate and twenty-
nine in the House has been transformed,
under color of strict adherence to the law,
into a fusion majority of nine in the Sen-
ate nnd meventeen in the House. Asthe
choice of Governoris thrown into the Legis-
Inture the politieal complexion of the en-
tire State goyernment is changed and the
election of a demoeratic Senator of the
United States rendered possible, Itis no
wonder that the republican party of Maine
is in o siate of boiling indignation.

What is the remedy? Itis not clear that
there is any effective remedy, althotigh
geveral have been suggested. The most
desperate that hns been named is that of
redressing the wrong by fores, 'This would
only make a bad matter worse. The method
by which it has been proposed to bring on
the collision is for the repnblican majority
who were really elected to assemble as o
Leogislature, proceed to organize and resist
by force if an attempt iz made to disperse
them; all this to be done with a view to in-
voke theinterposition of the President under
the federal law for mppreuing domestic
violence in a State. But there are great
difficulties in the way. In the first plnce,
no member can legally hold a 8eat and take
part 1 the organization unless he holds a
certificate of election from the Governor.
A Legislature so irregulir and illegal could
not make o valid application Yo the Presi-
dent, and it is not probable that he would
comply with one from such a source. It
would be unwise for the republicans to te-
sort to such a device at the risk of a ecivil
war. In spite of some rash advisers the
republicans will not have recourse to so
desperate a remedy.

The sotion of the Governor and Couneil
is not by law a final determination of-the
title of members to seats. Each house for
itself is the constitutional judge of the elec-
tion and qualifications of its own members.
It is in the power of the Legislature to re-
dress all the injustice that has been com-
mitted; but the Legislatare cannot act
on this subject until it is organ-
ized, and ons only those who have
received the Governor's certificates can par-
ticipate in the organization the claims of
the rejected republicaus will be passed
upon by the factitious fusion majority.
‘I'be chance of redress from thia source
seems, therefore, unpromising, but it is the
only source from which legal redress can
come. If there can be found five fusionists
in the Scnate and nine in the House fair-
minded enough to vote with the republi-

cans on matters which ought- to
be decided in o judicial spirit, jus-
tice may be¢ donme and 'the inten-

tions of the voters respected ; and for
aught we can see this is the only hope. We
suppose the indignation meetings in Maine
are held with a view to create a public sen-
timent which will make it easy for h small
number of fusioniats in eanch House to rise
above party in a matter which appeals so
strongly to the sense of personal and polit-
ieal honor. This effort will be strength-
ened by the course of a number of demo-
cratic journals outside the State that de-
nounce the action of Governor Garcelon,

Milk for New York €hildren.

Among the allowances wlich the Board
of Health nsks of the Board of Apportion-
ment over last year's appropristion there
id an item for three additional inspectors
of milk, at salaries cach of twelve hundred
dollnrs ‘s year. This ought to be granted.
There are & hundred and thirty thousand
children in the city less thun five years old
whose diet consiats of milk in larger pro-
portion than their c¢lders. For ull theso
and the million other inhabitants only
one milk inspector now is provided
The Board of Health estimates that
the ecitizens are defrauded nat o rate
of ten thousand dollars a day by the
sale of skimmed and watered milk. But
that is not the worat, It omits to estimate
the quantity of rotten milk which is werved
daily to the hundred and thirty thousand
children. Yoear by year sanitarians in other
conntries are becoming more firmly con-
vinoed that next to defective drainage une
wholesome milk is the mont fertile ageney
of mymotic disenses. If the Board of
Health will pendtrate to the sourcos of this
corruption and eleanse them, by all means
give it the necessary inspectors for the pur-
pose and hold it rigidly responsible for the
excontion of the duty.

The Twelve In the Tombs,

While the outside world {is preparing for
Christnms festivities twelve wretohed meon
are lying in the Tombs, some of whom are
undér sentence of denth, others are serving
on terms of life imprisonment for murder,
and still others are awaiting trial for that
erime, The inguiry concerning a deocent
substitute for hangiog obviously would not
be complete withont hedring their opinions,
nnd they have been eonsulted accordingly,
with rosulls whioh we print this morning

Two of the twelve (Whalen and Madill)
were unwilling to converse upon the sub-
Ject and their privacy was serupulously re-
speeted. Omne (Balbo) is so overcome with
dread of death that all the various meaus
of it are indifferent to him, There isa di-
versity of views among the other nine, but
with two exceptions they disapprove
of hanging ns the method of ecapital
punishment. Two (Accelaand MeCormaclk)
would prefer o be drowned; one (Smith)
to be shot, and one (Bello) to be stabbed to
death. Threo (Burke, Condon and Poole)
have n preference for suffocation by the
fumes of charcoal or of ordinary illuminat-
ing gas, thongh to one of them (Burke)
drowning would bs equully acceptable.
Le Font, Poole’s accomplice, emphatically
commends hanging, and would be better
satisfied if the ancient penalty of quartering
were restored in addition. Chastine Cox
favors hanging all murderers who are more
*than fifly years old and shooting or bleed-
ing to death those younger. For himself
he would like to be shot. Eleelricity is
not aceeptable rs a mode of death to any
of the number. Neither i the guillotine
nor the garrote.

Edlton's Trinmph.

As might have been expected, the mag-
nificent success of Thomas Alva Edison in
developing his electric light, as made known
in Bunday’s Herarp, has had the instanta-
noous effect of calling forth the earplng
eriticisms of rival inventors. A paragraph
in one of the city dailies yesterday referred
to Edison's invention as a mere modifica-
tion of the Sawyer-Man patent, and another
of our contemporuries, the Sun, contains non
ill-natured fling by Mr. W. E. Sawyer, ih
which he clinllenges the well-darned repu-
tation of our great inventor in respect to
his quadrtiplex telograph and his carbon tel-
ephone. It is rather late in the day to
disouss these points, and we are satisfied
toleave them to *the mdture judgment of
the present generatlon of aclentists. But
Mr. Bawyer proceeds to formulate a series
of eight challenges to Mr, Edison, offoring
one hundred dollars preminm for asuccess-
ful snswer toany one of them: They cover
pietty dearly all the points presented as
the distinctive features of Mr. Edison’s in-
vention, and if he were so disposed he
might doubtless win eight hundred dollars
by merely demonstrating them toa commit-
tee of Mr. Bawyer's {riends.

‘Wo do not, however, think it  necessary in
this yetr of grace 1879 for iny one serioully
to discuss a question of comparstive origi-
nality as beiween Thomas Alva Edison and
W. E. Sawyer. We sny this without dis-
paraging the ptﬂblemauul laurels of the
latter in his own sphere as an in-
ventor, but we would counsel him not
to try conclusions with the *Wizard
of Menlo Park.,” All great inventors
have had their rivals and their detractors,
What will the men of the twentieth century
say if perchance they ledrn from some dog-
eared volume that the greatest invention of
the greatest inventor of all time wis chal-
lenged by one W. E. Bawyer? Let Mr. Baw-
yer demonstrate his own inventions as satis-
fuctorily as Mr. Edison and the world will
then listen to him.

As compared with such enrping eriticiam
the generons commendations of Mr. Rich-
ard A, Proctor, printed in yesterday's
Heparp, are refreshing to the generous
mind, and the letter which we to-day print
from Mr. E. J. Mallett, Jr., is a further testi-
mony from the pen of a thoroughly compe-
tent scientist, who has himself experi-
mented in a most interesting manner with
tlie sameé wonderful element, carbon, which
has yielded to Mr. Edison his lnst
and greatest triumph. If any oneis au-
thorized to contest with Edison the palm
of originality as a carbonographer it would
sdem to be our correspondent, Mr. Mallett;
but his letter, instead of filing a bill of com-
plaint, contains a generous appreciantion of
the merits of his fellow physicist. His ex-
periments with platinic chloride form a dis-
tinet addition to the sum of knowledge in
this obscura branch of metallurgy and en-
title him to rank ss a discoverer. The dif-
fering attitude of Messrs. Mallott and Saw-
yer in this respeot is deserving of mnotice,
and the public will find no difficulty in
awarding the premium for genuine scien-
tifle insight and fellowship.

Republican Troubles. !

A despatch from our specinl Washington
correspondent, printed elsewhere, gives
some interekting statements concerning the
muddle into which the republicans are
falling about the Grant movement, Our
correspondent, it will be seen, states posi-
tively that neither Mr. Sherman nor Mr.
Blaine will adhere to the Grant movement;
but both will remain in the field as eandi-
dites to contest for the nomination, and
that thero is among republjesns in Wash-
inglon a growing belief that Genecal Geant
would bea weak candidate and that it wonld
be hugardous to nominate him for a third
term. Various other mawters of faet and
opinion are stated in this despatch, all
bearing upon the question of General
Grant's, renomination; and it would seem
from the contradictory accounts put for-
ward from different quarters that the re-
publican politicians are having as difficult
n timie with General Grant ns the demoorats
with Mr. Tilden,

- =

at Christmas Festivals,

It h customary to precede the eating
of charitable Christmas dinners and the
nwarding of charitable Christmas giita with
speeches. A grost many pious men imagine
that they have special qualifications for
such oratory. Most of them nre mistnken.
Gonernlly they are too prolix and too seri-
otis. An address at any Christming fostival
slioild be brief and cheerful, and espe-
cinlly so if the ocvension is one of charity.
It should not dolay the hearers till the
turkey gets cold. It should not provoke
them to impatience for the distribution of
the other good things, Ohristmas is o glad-
some nnniversary, nnd the joy should not
be talked out of it. The art of making an
appropriate Christmas apeech is & very diffi-
oult one, particnlarly n speech to children.
If they are poor children the ormtor some-
times reminds them of thelr poverty in

bounty of whiok they are aboul to partake,

order to enbance their gratitude for the | V)

 This 14 & grievous blafider. It MINII'

the whole festival. Besides being always
in bad taste often it is positively ernel.
The Hpeawp urgently advises Christmas
speakers to cut their talk short and make
it merry.

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.

Blaine {s fond of blue brondeloth,

Tenuyson continues to wosr his hair long.

Grant and Longfellow ave about the same helght

The Rev. Eaward Eggleston has sailed for Europa,

Senutor Willlam B, Allison, of Iows, i at the Bre
voort House,

Benator James B, Beck, of Kentucky, ls st the
Bturtovant House,

The Duke of Edinburgh plays on a violin while hia
wifa plays on the piano.

James Russell Lowell, our Minister to Bpaln, parts
his whiskers in the middlo,

It is clalmed that the highest rent ever paid fora
store on Broadway was §60,000 a year.

Mr. Frank Hattom, oditor and proprietor of the
Burlington (Towa) Hawkeye, has been appolinted poat-
master ot Burlington, Iowa,

Huorper's Bazar tells of & Mexican Governor who

o diuner had seventeon courses of hash sérved be-

fore the main part of the meal.

George Stewart, Jr., the,author of *“Canada Under
the Administration of the Earl of Dufferin,' has
been elected to the 1 tionul Literary Soclety of

London Spectator:—*Mr. Parnell, in the Honse {n
af idable p - of his fixed determis
nation and his cas of insight {ute
the mamentary situstion, but we question his ever
developing into a great Irish leader.'”

London World hgars that the opera house on the

| Paris.

1

| Thames embankment I8 to be taken up by anew

dompany (llmited), who buy the exis
from Colonel Maploson and Mr. Webater,
& new capital, will now butld it out at lllt.,
Thefollowing ext¥act from Mr, D ] _Iih. will
be read with intorest:—"f bequeath to miy friends
and collaagues, John Walter, G, W. Da J.0. Mag-
Doiiald, William Stebbing, L, H. Cowrtngy, T.
AMozley, H. Wace, H. W ] nor
sum of £10 each; and
spoctively be pleased to ao
8 token of my regard ‘and lﬂuﬁon fcl‘ mm-"
Mr. Proctor writes:—*I haye mci“d §
quiries, some o! tham rather anxlo\u 1nq.|ll
specting lll dangors to bo, fearod from meteorlo
downfall, the dnt;- of Davld Meisentiater havin
apparently suggested that sich dangers may be
greator than has heretofore benp supposed. If we

PI‘O i!

know the average number of me sce which
break their way through the earth’s armer—that {8
thfough the ‘Armament, expanse o “ethor, pure

m e 08

jransparent elemental air—it would be very casy to -

¢nletlate tho ekddt chaice of death by metdorio
downfull, Ad®mbtter of faot, wé have no satisfao-
tory evidenceop ¥hin point, because most of the me-
teorites which fall fipon tho earth dsenpe attention.
1 suppose, however, that if Professor Newton, of
Yale College, rightly nasumies the number of falling
stars of all orders to be 400,000,000 yoarly, wo miy
fuirly assume that about 4,000 meteoritea fall annu-
slly upon the carth's surfice. This allows one me.
toorite for 100,000 falllng stdrn, Now, lot us take the
total number of duman beings at ahy one flme on
tho carth as 1,600,000,000, Assume the risk of per-
sons within doors equoal to that of persons In the
open alr—for s meteorite falllng on s ‘houss
would not be seriously interrupted in its cotrss,
since 1t would travel with a velocity of soveral miles
per d. Again, beHug that the moteors

do mot fall vertically, nor, even if they did, do -

men always stand upright, we fahst take a larger
surtace for each person than that which he presents
s seen from above when stinding. We may take
half & square yard for an adult and perhdps a guat
ter of a square yard for the avernge human being.
Now, the carth’s surface contains abont 200,000,000
square miles, esch containing sbout 3,000,000 square
yards, or 19,000,000 quarter sguAre yards—in all
2,400,000,000,000,000 quarter sqfiare yards—whersas
tho luman race occupies oly 1,500,000,000 qiiarbt
squore yards. Thus the chinnbe of a single meteorits
striking some ono is as 1514 24,000,000, or'ds 1in
1,600,000; dnid §f 4,000 misteorites fall per i the
chitneo of ono destli voeurring in suy glvon year is
about 1.400th. On tHe sverago one desth by a meteor

ke might be expected to occur in 400 yeats. If
jtistrue, as I have soen recontly stated, that nine
such deatlia havo coourred in the last 900 years it
would appesr probable that 10,000 motoorites, ine
stead of 4,000, annually reach the carth.*”

FOR CENTRAL AMERICA.

Among the passengors on the steamship Colonm,
which left this port for San Franclseo yesterday,
wero Trenor W, Park, President of the Panams Bail«
rond Company, and 8. ¢, Thompson, George W. Hoyt
iy =i el SRENITIAS

0
:‘:tl. for the purposs of consulting hmﬂb
tral American projects,

SECRETARY BHERMAN,

Becretary Shorman put if &n appearsnce for a
short time on Wall street yesterday. He visitod the
Bub-Trdastiry at half-past one o’clock, snd remained
in consultation with Asalatant Treasurer Hillhouse
for sbout half an bour. The lstter siated that H‘..
visit was simply » truntL{ one, and of no pub
portance, It was thonglt the Scoretary woul uﬂ
o consultation with womlnont b-um in reintion
to the fessibility of, £ 8 th
cont bond on this market, but no suc

lace nt the Sub-Troasur utuu;olhur
p far as could be learned. ¥

OBITUARY.

JOHN C. BEARDSLEY,

Bome days ago, st his farm in . A
Mr. John C; Beardaley, one of tho sad boss
known citizens of Newark, d.laa. He muﬂu of
© ticut, & grad of Pr
was ot one time l-ll'sﬂll.
bumness. Many ¥
man of Newark, M:tl ln
wmissioner, He nlso
and as » wumxawnkummm

JAMER PRENXDEEGAST,

Mr. James Prondergast; a memboer of the last Lege
{slnture, from Jamestown, N: ¥., died unexpectodly
on Bundhy night, aged thirty-ono years. Ho was
educatod at Yalo, and graduatod at Columble Co!
Law Bcriuol.k' H:‘Eu a rem:u- of ‘:ha Ba.m Cl

[ New York, w and u leading eltizon Buicss
:ow; T?w town is meul in mourning. The ovent
causos unlversal sorrow.

JUDOR GEORGE P. SCARDURGH.

Judge George P. Scarburgh, one of the most
prominent mon in tide water Virginis, died st his
rexidence in the elty of Norfolk early yeaterday
morning. His desth was entirely unexpectod, as he
was attonding to his professional duties as lato as
sSaturdsy night.

Judge Scarburgh was -doscended from Colonel
Searburgli, of Uolonial days, who wus the most
imp t and tuflaential p ago of the Eastorn
Bhors of Vieginie, being the colonsl of militis, snd
until bis  death the representative in that
geotion of the power aud majosty of the
mother country. He wih dirccted by the
Colonial Goveruor of Virginia (o reclaim
trom Maryland the territory then in possession of
tho latter State, but clafmad as » pare of tho torritory
of the tormer, and now embracod within thoe limite

of Somersut county, He took wilh him forty horse-
mon for pol &al wafoty, as he qualnu: tos “‘5

lo t In

ik peport o Governor.
out in l’nn..lll."1 upon the records ot tlnuurl
uuty, atler makin
?wr u’t evory house in the sﬂlphmr
urnnd to hin own connty.
Boarburgh was m in mnn county,

“g‘&"

lﬂmn Hmnl:mmuf Ihn praoctics o{u‘- prulbﬁ:g :

a8 woon s o bocamn of age, nud varnestly sontin
tho practice of 14 until his -ppoiumnnt u; tg‘j nilgo-
lhln of tho Cirenlt Huporior & ol
Ohancery for tho cireull ln whi l.ll lived, n. o
oelved this sppointment ln the spring of 1644 and
bontlmlnl. the perform of the dution of i ollice
until his m;lo&. la‘m to the rrnhmm

Th'lﬂ m?‘l‘h‘.&rclﬂl;
with

For throe o iy W
i n’. mmm u m

distination,
in 1865 He was urpoinml
M States Gourt ot tlala
ood this judg whnm ? nl. k Iml
rh Statos in

lln Hhrlloll Suu
!l m!&l IIU! -oll. Mh this ho practi

w? nln nl m “L:' m&”ﬂm Ito 33..1:{: }:ﬁ
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